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Aloha Family and Friends, 

Hope you were able to join us 
this weekend online on either 
our facebook or youtube 
channel. The worship service 
will remain online for later 
viewing.   

Jackie, Alika, and Veronica have 
all been putting in some extra 

work to help me make these services possible. We would love 
to have more of you participate in the service. All you need is 
a smart phone, tablet or a computer camera to record yourself 
on and you can help. We need videos of people waving palm 
branches and saying hosanna! for Palm Sunday. And for Eas-
ter, we need videos of people loudly declaring “He is Risen”. 
The office will also accept photos if you can email them in.

We are starting up a discipleship group this week over Zoom 
on Wednesday at 4:30pm. It will be a rerun of the group we 
started last year for those who missed out, you can catch up.
We are taking sign ups at wucc@hawaii.rr.com or you can call 
Cecile or I. The study guides will be emailed out before class 
and you will receive an invite via email with the link to join 
the session. If you have trouble getting zoom set up on your 
phone or computer, my wife or I can help walk you through it 
just give us a call. 

I have been encouraged to hear that our church family, al-
though quarantined, is finding ways to reach out and encour-
age others. We are all adjusting to this new way of living and 
working. For those on the frontlines, it is a very different real-
ity than for those stuck at home wondering what they should 
do next. It might not feel like there is much you can do now, 
but I want to offer that the world is in need of you. This is an 
unprecedented time, and that means that never again will you 
have the opportunity to pray like you can now. Take some ex-
tra time each day to pray and cry out to God for the doctors, 
the essential workers and those risking their lives, the heroes 
of the hour. Pray for God’s protection and care. Pray that they 
will have courage and bravery in the midst of great trials. God 
hears his people, so take some time to pray for others today.

-Pastor Makana 
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VIRTUAL CHURCH
LIVE Cast Sunday’s at 9:30 am on our Facebook page. 

Like our page and get there early Sunday with your 
‘ohana to worship with us !

Miss the service? The video is online for viewing on 
facebook or on our website.



“Acts of Hope”

Reading: Matthew 9:27-38

So when we started this sermon series on miracles the world was a different place. Today we now feel the need 
for miracles more than we have in a very long time.

In this passage Jesus encounters the visionless, the voiceless, and finally the harassed and the helpless; all in need 
of a shepherd. We are that people today. Some of you are wondering if you will have a job next week, others how 
long the kids or grandkids will be at home and yet others when you will be able to take the trips you had to can-
cel. Our plans have been thrown off because we can’t see the future like we are used to. Like the blind man in the 
passage, we can’t see in front us, nor perceive like we were able to before. Jesus is still offering us sight. Not the 
ability to tell the future, but a spiritual sight. The gift of hope is what he is giving us in this time. Hope is know-
ing that what we invest in today we believe will produce dividends in the future. We know God is good and that 
shapes what we do and who we are right now. That in turn gives us hope for the future. So spread hope. How 
we approach this quarantine matters. Many of you have had your hopes dashed. Everything you were looking 
forward to canceled. I know my friend was looking forward to Merry Monarch all year, another friend had to 
postpone a family reunion. Life will continue. We can choose to look on the bright side. I heard this week that a 
family friend on the mainland has chosen to take up knitting because she knows she is going to need Christmas 
presents eventually. Christmas is coming. God is carrying us. This quarantine will end and when it does we will 
be different people than when it started.

Lent is a time where we lay old things down and ask God for a restart. Just like a problem with your computer or 
a home appliance, where the first step you need to take is turning it off and on again, we are being reset as a soci-
ety. Everything we normally do has been turned off with the hope that when it is turned back on again this bug 
will be cured. My computer is constantly telling me to restart it so that it can install new software and updates to 
improve security and performance. I never want to stop what I’m doing long enough to reset my computer. But 
I think God is giving us a chance to reset our lives right now. Install these things so you can run faster and hear 
God’s voice better. This is a good time to take stock in your life, to take stock in the changes you may need to 
make. This week take this extra time to sit down and read your bible a few more minutes during the day. Turn off 
your tv, your computer or your phone for awhile and let God speak to you in this time. We will also be offering, 
for those of you that have a computer or a smart phone, a rerun of the discipleship class we started last year at 
4:30 on Wednesdays via Zoom.

Lastly, Jesus makes a call for leaders to stand up, for shepherds to minister to the harassed and helpless. I know 
for some of you that moment to answer is today. You’re already on the frontlines. You’re a doctor, a nurse, a 
delivery worker, you’re the person checking out the food. If that is you God has called you into action at this 
very moment. You’re the hero everyone needs at the moment. Maybe you never expected any of this when you 
signed up for a part time job at Safeway. Your leadership, your bravery will be something people talk about in 
the future. But for many of us our moment has not yet arrived, this is down time, a time to recenter because we 
will be sent out soon. Take this time and know God is with you. Crowds will be amazed, just like they were with 
the disciples, when they hear what you have to say as a faithful follower of Jesus. Let me bless you with the words 
of another famous passage about sheep: Psalms 23. Hear it as if it were spoken directly to you:

The Lord is your shepherd; You shall not want. He makes you to lie down in green pastures. He leads you beside still 
waters. He will restore your soul. He leads you in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though you walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, You will fear no evil, for God is with you; His rod and staff, they 
comfort you. The Lord prepares a table before you in the presence of great evil; He anoints your head with oil; your 
cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow you all the days of your life, and You shall dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever. Amen.



Praise Reports
Senator Clarence Nishihara is in quarantine due to COVID-19, but feeling well. His daughter Julie 
also is doing better and tested negative for COVID-19. Thank you for your prayers.

Special Prayer
Felisa Chung

Doctors and healthcare workers
People in recovery programs
People who have to put off medical procedures
People in unsafe living conditions, sheltering with abusers


