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Aloha Friends and Family!

It was great to see a bunch of 
you at Renee Chung’s memo-
rial service last Saturday. It had 
been a while since I’d seen a 
few of you, and between new 
haircuts and face masks it took 
me a second before I recog-

nized some of you, so apologies! It was certainly dif-
ferent to do a service like this as a drive through, but I 
could see how God worked in some really meaningful 
ways. Simply having the extra time for visitation allowed 
for a lot more space for people to share their own mem-
ories and stories and offer a little more comfort than 
might have been afforded in a normal service. It was a 
very moving time. Richard brought out her journaling 
bible and as I paged through it, I marveled at some of 
the artwork she had done in the margins. Many of you 
knew her art through her cards, but what she did with 
that Bible was something else. In it you can see her 
hopes and prayers for her family, including her church 
family. You were deeply loved by her.
 I know it isn’t even Thanksgiving yet, but it is 
time to start thinking about Christmas. Mary Ann has 
been heading up another round of Angel Tree donations 
this year and already has done quite a bit of distribu-
tion. Last year there was a huge need for churches and 
communities to sponsor more 
families, and this year the need 
may be even greater. I know that 
things might be tight for quite a 
few of you this year, but if your 
finances allow for it, please con-
sider helping out.

-Pastor Makana
Renee Chung’s Memorial Service



“Soli Deo Gloria (Solely for the glory of God)”
Reading: 1 Corinthians 10: 23-33

“I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do any-
thing”—but not everything is constructive. No one should seek their own good, but the good of others.
Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising questions of conscience, for, “The earth is the Lord’s, 
and everything in it.” If an unbeliever invites you to a meal and you want to go, eat whatever is put before 
you without raising questions of conscience. But if someone says to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” 
then do not eat it, both for the sake of the one who told you and for the sake of conscience. I am referring 
to the other person’s conscience, not yours. For why is my freedom being judged by another’s conscience? If 
I take part in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of something I thank God for? So 
whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. Do not cause anyone to stum-
ble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am 
not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.

 We continue today with our series on the Glory of God by looking at our place and role in the Glory 
of God. In the past few weeks we have heard about the Glory of God revealed in magnificent events such 
as when Moses saw the path of God’s glory and when Solomon saw the Glory of God come to rest in the 
temple. These men of God had the opportunity to see God’s glory, and it was wondrous to behold. But what 
Paul reminds us in the first letter to the Corinthians is that as Christians we don’t just have the opportunity 
to see God’s glory, but also to participate in it through our actions. This idea should be jaw-dropping if we 
consider the magnitude of our Creator. Sometimes people will try to throw these gotcha questions about 
God at you, like ‘If God is all powerful, can God create a mountain he can’t move?’ These kinds of questions 
capture the limits of our vocabulary when it comes to describing the nature of God. God is powerful be-
yond comprehension, and these kinds of logic game zingers do more to reveal the limits of our imaginations 
than the limits of God’s power. In a similar way, when we talk about the Glory of God, we can feel like a pre-
schooler running out of adjectives in regards to their latest excitement: ‘It’s the bestest, most super-awesome 
thing ever!’
 At our best we can perhaps understand God’s glory through analogies. Consider the things in life 
that have left you captivated in awe. Maybe visiting the Grand Canyon, or sitting by a waterfall. I remember 
once being out paddling in the ocean when a humpback whale surfaced not too far from me. At 6’5, I do 
not feel small very often. But I felt very small in that moment. I could hear the whale’s breath next to me, 
and as I breathed in I knew what a whale smelled like for the first time in my life. Then just like that the 
whale disappeared into the depths again and my heart could return to beating normally. This was awe. Yet 
a whale is just one of God’s creations. A small piece of His glory. Humans are created in God’s image, gifted 
by Him with talents and skills that can give glory to God. Perhaps you have been left in awe by a musician’s 
performance after a concert, or even watching LeBron James play basketball. At our best perhaps, we can 
even leave others in awe of our generosity or kindness. For instance, billionaire Chuck Feeney was in the 
news recently for having completed his mission to give away all of his vast fortune. His work left fellow bil-
lionaires like Bill Gates and Warren Buffet in awe, and they now aspire to do similar work. This is incredible, 
but these things again are only glimpses and reflections of the magnificence of our creator. They are little 
iceberg tips that are visible above water, giving us an idea of the magnitude of what lies beneath.
 It might feel like we live in a world where all of the big discoveries have already been made. The 
oceans have been crossed and we have walked on the moon. For example, my son has a deep desire to be 
an explorer, someone who uncovers the unknown, so he has developed an interest in things like bugs and 
deep sea creatures because the undiscovered creatures in our world are either very small or very deep. I’d 
like to suggest that we can uncover the Glory of God in our lives much the same way, by looking deeply at 
issues and striving to make God known even in the small things that we do. It is our calling as Christians to 
be part of the revealing of the magnitude of God’s glory. After having seen the glory of God fill the temple, 
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King Solomon later records the saying found in Proverbs 25:2, “It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; 
to search out a matter is the glory of kings.” It’s almost like Solomon is mentioning a divine game of hide 
and seek. That as God’s creation, our greatest calling is for us to explore and seek out the things of God. The 
great undiscovered country, that depth that we have yet to fully explore.  When Paul writes to the Corinthi-
ans, he tells them that everything they do should be to the glory of God. When you think about how incred-
ible the glory of God is it’s amazing that it is even possible that we could do something at all that could be 
part of the Glory of God revealed to the world. But Paul says that everything we do can be part of that glory.
 If we return to today’s text, the context that Paul is writing in probably involved a question about lo-
cal pagan butchers who made offerings to their gods. We know they prepared the animals, offered them up 
to their gods and then sold off the meat afterwards. Paul reasons that meat is meat and that to the believer 
their idols are simply rocks and metal, so eating the meat is no big deal, unless it gives someone watching 
the wrong impression. It was a moral gray area for them. It’s wasn’t inherently wrong, but it could look 
bad, so he encourages the people in Corinth to not eat that type of meat in front of people if it will confuse 
them. Simply giving up your freedom of conscience for the sake of an unambiguous witness shows the glory 
of God. This act is rooted in the same glory that is shown before Moses and Solomon. It accompanies the 
bizarre angels in the opening of Ezekiel. It’s the same glory Jesus reveals when he returns Lazarus to life. 
Our ability to be part of something that incredible is a powerful gift from God, one that we should pursue 
faithfully with all our being.
 When the famous composer Johann Sebastian Bach fin-
ished writing one of his musical pieces, he would end by signing 
it with the inscription Soli Deo Gloria (solely for the glory of 
God). He was a man of great talent, yet he understood the pur-
pose of his gifts was to uncover a bigger glory than anything one 
person could behold. He felt strongly that he could not publish a 
work until he was sure in his heart that it would honor God. The 
legacy of his work of course has revealed the glory of God many 
times over in performances across the world. I don’t have that 
kind of talent, you might not either, but we can still give God 
glory in the way that we live our lives with regard for the people 
around us. 
 We are living in a time when laws and rules are being thrust on us constantly due to the pandemic 
and the reflexive reaction can be to either rebel or obey legalistically. You probably know someone who is 
ignoring all of this and you probably also know someone who has barely left home just to be safe. But if we 
are called to live this year to the glory of God that may mean we will have some seeking and searching out 
of that glory in store for us. Consider this modern day scenario, you go out and see someone who is strug-
gling and you just know really needs a hug, but you also know that you have to maintain 6 feet of distance 
from people outside of your household. What do you do? Just like Paul, I don’t have a straight answer for 
you. It might depend on your age and their age. It might depend on who else is watching. It is a matter of 
conscience when weighing these matters. I will say that we should seek God in those moments when we are 
not sure which way is pono. As we spend time in prayer and preparing our hearts God will lead us through 
the simple decisions, and also the more complicated ones. We may not have a special pen that we use like 
Johann Sebastian Bach to sign off Soli Deo Gloria on everything we do and say, but the posture in our 
hearts, the clear conscience in the way that we live out our freedoms humbly before others will help others 
to see God clearer, and help them to uncover more of the mysteries of God’s goodness to them. In seeking 
the good of others, we experience that awe together and the glory of God is revealed. 


