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 Pastor’s Message 
What would Jesus do? 

 Do you remember those WWJD Bracelets? Its been a 
while since I've seen one. They might not be fashionable 

anymore but the question remains a good one. What would Jesus do? 
The bracelets were worn to remind people to think of Jesus in the midst 
of the little things they run into during their day to day lives. To turn to 
Jesus, not just in the big moments in life, but also when the line at the 
store is annoyingly long. If anything, we don't ask that question often 
enough or broadly enough. God cares about the little things going on in 
our lives, and also about the big things and how the big and little fit to-
gether. Some times wondering how Jesus would do something is just as 
important as searching out what he would do. Seeking God's perspective 
on every issue and situation in life is a valuable discipline, one that we 
will be exploring this month in our “Big Picture Faith” sermon series. 

 Pastors often get the birds eye view of church life. As I look around 
at the comings and goings of Waipahu UCC, I see many things that 
might not appear important to God, and to many of us may seem trivial. 
For example, our congregational meeting this month will address sign-
ing checks. Maybe that doesn't seem like a big deal. In some ways it is-
n't. We simply ran into an issue where too many officers were traveling 
or ill at the same time. A simple procedural issue. But the way that we 
handle money is important, and the way that we lead is important. Lead-
ership and doing things pono is important to God. Its our commitment to 
transparency and community decision making that make meetings like 
this an important part of what it means to follow Jesus and seek holi-
ness. These are faith-filled tasks. 

 Likewise, this month we are looking for some volunteers to help with 
our Christian Ed programs. We don't need gifted educators, just people 
willing to commit to being there one or twice a month. But the commit-
ment is important, and it is hard to find people to commit. People love to 
help, when its convenient for them. They have busy lives, but they love 
to do good when they can. Unfortunately, that would mean that we 
could never plan something like Sunday school because we would never 
know if we have enough teachers or assistants. This sort of thing is not 
just a church problem; clubs like the Lions Club, or Rotary, struggle to 
find new membership as well. The Buddist temples struggle with it. Talk 
to anyone involved with any kind of volunteer organization, they will 
tell you about how hard it is to find people who are committed. 

 Continued on page 2 
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Aloha from your  
Board of Trustees.  
 
 As we enter deeper into the Summer, we all 
are experiencing the heat.  As I think back and 
remember what it was like during Sunday ser-
vices years ago, I can remember how hot it used 
to be in the Sanctuary. At times it was almost un-
bearable.  A few years ago, we installed ceiling 
fans and it has made a tremendous difference.  I 
appreciate the fact that we could afford to have 
them put in when we did.  

 This past Work Day (Saturday 7/13/2019) we 
trimmed the area around the courtyard adjacent to 
the Tokuo Yoshida Community Center. The 
Sanctuary was vacuumed and cleaned by several 
members.  We also set up the tables and chairs in 
the Community Center in order to prepare for that 
Sunday’s dedication.   

 The Board of Trustees recently had a meeting 
with a lighting contractor to give us a quote to 
restore the street lights which were used to light 

up our grassy areas. Now that we have more users 
of our property than ever before, we want to make 
sure that people can walk safely through our 
grounds without tripping and falling.  Hopefully 
we can have these lights working before Winter 
comes and the days are shorter. We’ll keep you 
posted on this project.  

 Recently the Pearl City Police Dept.  notified 
Mitchell Neth that at this time they are not inter-
ested in using our property during the night as a 
“rest area”. If you recall, we were going to make 
one of our rooms available for on duty police of-
ficers to rest, write up reports, drink coffee, etc.  
We wanted a Police presence right after our last 
break in where things were stolen and some of 
our property was destroyed. Our offer still stands 
in case the Dept. changes their mind down the 
road.    

Well that’s it for now.  
Take care and God Bless- 
Mark H. Felmet-Chair  

...continued from page 1, Pastor’s Message 
 

 God is faithful. Faith-filled people seek to be 
faithful. You have heard people say of their re-
sponsibilities that they have a lot on their plate. 
We all have a plate to fill, 24 hours in a day and 
one life to live. As you look at your plate full of 
the things you need to do, the things you should 
do and the things you want to do, ask that old 
question: What would Jesus do? It is helpful to 
take stock a couple times a year and evaluate.  
God is there something I need to take off my plate 
or something I need to put on? This way you can 
give yourself fully to the call of God in your life; 
being known as people of integrity, faithful and 
committed. Our culture in Hawai'i often teaches 
us to save face, say yes when we mean no or 
worse give no response as a way of saying no.  
But God asks more of us than our culture. 

 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing (proving for yourself) you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and accepta-
ble and perfect.” Romans 12:2  

 In God's family there is no shame in saying no, 
no shame in saying I need to step down, when we 
know we are following God's will for our lives. 
There is also a rejoicing in the yes, the coming 
along side the workers in God's vineyard and say-
ing I will walk with you for a time just like those 
before me walked. Committing to God means 
seeking God's perspective in all things. Not hold-
ing on too tightly or too loosely to what is ours. 
Not just seeking to do good works, but asking 
ourselves what good works build God's kingdom. 
Faith helps us to rise above the norms of the age. 
The faith that moves mountains is not found with-
in ourselves, it is found in renewing our minds in 
God's presence, believing that God's work is larg-
er than you or me and joining in that work. 

Board of Trustees 



 3 

Board of Deacons 

A Successful Dedication of 
the Community Center 

 
 The Board of Deacons’ assignment, led by Leang 
Smith, to coordinate the dedication to rename the Com-
munity Center the J. Tokuo Yoshida Community Cen-
ter on Sunday, July 14th was a great success due to the 
work of many people. 
 
 The Tokuo Yoshida family of 12-15 people added 
much to celebrate the dedication to honor their father 
and grandfather Tokuo.  A few came from Chicago and 
others from Kona and Honolulu. Janet Yoshida provid-

ed the cake (see above) and “Huff & Puff” cookies as a thank you to all the friends of the church 
for the work to honor Tokuo.   
 

 The Dedication Ceremony started with a 
blessing from Pastor Makana, and Janet 
Yoshida cutting the ribbon to the newly 
named J. Tokuo Yoshida Community Cen-
ter.  Felix Garcia played the piano as every-
one settled in to eat.  The Praise Dancers 
opened the program with the beautiful ren-
dition of “Shout to the Lord“.   
 
 Mike Minakawa shared the story of the 
sign “J. Tokuo Yoshida Community Cen-
ter”.  Mike found the piece of wood at To-
kuo’s house; Mike also found his “long-lost 
skills” to shape and carve wood.  He made 
the sign “J. Tokuo Yoshida Community 

Center”. The story behind the hanging of the sign is also interesting…. Our church members being 
older and not very strong couldn’t hang the sign; could not even get a contractor to help hang the 
sign.  Cecile Goo, our Administrative Assistant, asked workers from Hawaiian Dredging, who 
rent parking stalls from the church, for help. On Monday morning, they brought in their equip-
ment and hung the sign.  God works in interesting ways to get the work done!  The sign now 
hangs securely on the top front of the stage in the Community Center.  Thank you, Hawaiian 
Dredging!! 
 
 Tokuo’s grandson, Joseph Yoshida, expressed Janet and the family’s appreciation to Waipahu 
UCC for naming the Community Center after Tokuo.  Stories from old-time friends, Myron, son 
of Shigemi and Molly Arakawa, shared his memories about growing up in the church. Patrick 
Uchigaki, son of Tokuo and Janet’s friend Tsugio Uchigaki shared fond memories of helping To-
kuo. Douglas Zakabi and Ethel Yamaguchi, who moved from Waipahu and attend another church 
returned to Waipahu for this special event to share their stories. Ruth Oshiro, long-time resident of 
Waipahu, also shared stories; including Eva Conselva who used to be called by Tokuo when help 
was needed to build the church. 
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It took a lot of people to pull off such a successful event: 
The Board of Trustees monthly Saturday Work Day volunteers helped to set up the tables and 
chairs on Saturday.  
Irene Nomura came early to brew the coffee and set up the ice water jug. 
Lynn Yamauchi’s Refreshment Team (Heidi Pagaragan, Doris Higa, Janet Shimokawa and Ofe-
lia Albano) helped to decorate the tables, serve the drinks and cakes, and cleaned up. 
There were others who brought flowers for centerpieces for the tables and huge heliconia ar-
rangements to decorate the center. 
Volunteers took the dirty table clothes home to wash. 
Leatrice Sakuma and Cindy Hirai helped Judy Hayashida with the buffet selection. 
Volunteers, Virginia Padayhag and Gail Kono, from Leeward Lions Club helped with parking.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special thanks to Mark Felmet, Master of Ceremony, who kept the program going. 
Mahalo to many unnamed people who helped.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Please pray for  the fami-
ly of Joe Morita.  Service 
will be at Mililani Mauka 
on Friday, August 23, 
2019 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
INTERESTED IN BE-
COMING A MEMBER?  
We’ll be forming an in-
quirer’s class for those 
interested in sharing our 
questions and our faith, 
discussing the roots of this 
church and the UCC, and 
how we get things done in 
service to God’s will.  Let 
the Deacons, Pastor Ma-
kana or Cecile know if 
you’re interested. 
 

CHURCH WORK DAY 
SCHEDULE for the year. 
Second Saturday of the 
months at 8:00 a.m. Aug. 
10, Sept. 14, Oct. 12, 
Nov. 9 & Dec. 14, 2019. 
Please mark those dates on 
your calendar.  Thank 
you!   
 

COMMUNITY SER-
VICE:  Hawaii Food-
Bank, food drop; every 3rd 

Tuesday; next event is 
Tuesday,    Aug. 20, Sept. 
17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19 & 
Dec. 17, 2019 at 7:30 
a.m. at the Senior Apart-
ments. Please come out 
and help distribute food to 
the seniors.  Mahalo! 
 

Chancel Choir: Just a 
reminder: Choir practices 
every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
in David’s Den.  It’s never 
too late to join us in mu-
sic, fellowship and fun! 
Mahalo, Alika and Jackie. 

JoAnn Takahashi... 

 In this 
issue we 
would like to 
acknowledge 
JoAnn 
Takahashi 
for her 
strong com-
mitment to 

our Church. Year after year, 
JoAnn has planned and pre-
pared our annual Jook dinner 
on Good Friday. The dinner is 
made from roasted turkey, rice 
and JoAnn's secret broth. It 
takes hours to prepare on very 
low heat. When it's  ready, Jo-
Ann has all the fresh cut condi-
ments to go along with the 
Jook. The dinner is made ready 
just before our annual Good 
Friday evening service.  

 Additionally, for every 
scheduled Church Work Day 
( which is held on the second 

Saturday of every month), Jo-
Ann and her band of helpers, 
prepare the  working members 
with a full homemade lunch. It 
starts with a freshly cut salad, a 
homemade main dish and then 
she tops it off with a freshly 
made baked dessert. JoAnn has 
spoiled the workday volunteers 
for years. JoAnn is a very de-
pendable individual with a very 
strong work ethic. And with 
every meal she prepares for our 
members, she's always asking 
"How was it?", "Would you 
like to see something else?" 
and other questions. She al-
ways wants to make sure we all 
enjoy the efforts of her work.  

 We want to thank JoAnn for 
her dedication to our church 
and look forward to her next 
meal!  

   

Written by: Mark Felmet 

Did You Know  
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Thomas Yukio Oshiro 
September 16, 1926 - February 26, 2017 

 

 Our family consisted of 6 children, 3 boys 
and 3 girls, all born and raised in Waipahu and 
lived in a neighborhood of non-plantation fami-
lies of mixed nationalities.  Parents were immi-
grants who arrived in Hawaii in different years, 
met under unusual circumstances and got mar-
ried at the Waipahu Methodist church on May 7, 
1924. 
 
 The disaster of Pearl Harbor changed our 
lives a day after when our father went to work, 
he was told he was fired as he was “an enemy 
alien”, and he must have cried walking back 
home with his “solobun” (wooden numbered 
Japanese instrument) pens and pencils wrapped 
in cloth.  Mother’s burst of crying was worst 
than at the funeral service of her father which 
was held a few days prior as we were still griev-
ing.  Father’s adept in English was the reason he 
was employed by the bank for 17 years, and 
when our crying lessened, we all sat on the floor 
and he gave a prayer in Japanese, more to com-
fort Mother. Father quickly worked for the 
Kiawe Corps; came home sun burnt, and both 
Mother and Tom would help in removing the 
blood crusted gloves that stuck to his hand, 
amidst the painful scene of moaning and crying 
by the helpers.  Luckily this job ended and he 
was hired by US Corp. of Engineers, and the 
plus was his knowledge of English.  As the only 
grown son around, Tom was seriously affected 
and talked about looking for a job. 

 
 When Tom reached his 17th birthday, he ap-
proached Father that he will join the army, and 
he checked with the enlistment office that if he 
could not find his birth certificate, a notarized 
statement by a parent will be accepted.  Father 
was adamant, and Tom was persistent, and fi-
nally after a week of wrangling stopped, Tom 
was no longer a quiet and sullen person. He was 
in the army and after basic training at Schofield 
he was in Tokyo with the Occupation Forces. 
From his meager pay, he sent $50.00 a month to 
our Father to lessen his financial burden; this 
from a paper age son of 18. 
  
 There were some areas of Tokyo that were 
not too heavily devastated, so some Japanese 
businessmen brought out their merchandise to 
sell to the American GIs.  This area was called 
the “Black Market”, and Tom noticed a GI with 
a box walking fast to avoid the MPs, so he 
yelled and got this fellow in his truck and off he 
drove back to the motor pool at the base.  When 
they got out, they had a good laugh looking at 
each other as their surnames were the same.  A 
week later they met; Robert told Tom that he 
was being discharged and will be going back to 
school at UH.  Hearing this, Tom showed Rob-
ert a woman’s picture and said “She is my kid 
sister so look her up”.  Robert placed picture in 
his wallet back in his pocket, extended his hand 
and after shaking hands and a “Thank you” 
walked to his truck as the other stood with 
shock realizing no name was given.  Robert, af-
ter much searching, met “kid sister” Ruth, and 
the rest is history. 
 
 Tom retired as Master Sgt. from US Army 
and in his long career he served in Japan, the 
Korean War, Germany and at many bases in the 
US.  
 
      Written by: Ruth Oshiro 

Did You Know  
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Sally S. Oshiro 
August 5, 1928 - January 7, 2019 
 
 I first met Sally who was a staff member of 
Nuuanu Memorial and Mortuary when my father 
and I went to plan the funeral service for my 
mother who passed away on October 29, 1956 at 
age 49.  Actually, this was our second visit to 
make changes to what we thought we finalized 
earlier and Father consented to their minister’s 
request to have an open casket service, so the 
members who have not seen Mother in church 
due to her long hospitalization will have a final 
view of her.  While we waited in the office, Sally 
talked to us and even served us refreshment, and 
as the wait got longer conversation started on a 
little more personal level.  I found her to be very 
friendly, small in statue and attractive.  The wait-
ing time was well spent.  She attended our funeral 
service and left her condolence card. 
 
 Couple of months later she called and invited 
us to meet her friends who had started a bowling 
club.   We didn’t know too many Okinawans in 
Honolulu as we resided in Wahiawa, so we joined 
her friends and had a good time but made it clear 
that bowling didn’t interest us.  But I wanted to 
find out something about bowling so I arranged to 
meet them at the bowling outing. 
 
 I received a surprise call from Tom that he 
landed at Hickam and had only a few days before 
leaving for his next assignment in the states, and 
wanted to have dinner with us and if possible a 
woman guest.  I quickly made reservations at the 

Moana, and since most of my women friends 
were married, I called Sally and she refused, but 
by insistence that the dinner was for my brother 
and he was just passing through, she finally ac-
cepted.  We wanted to pick her up but she drove.  
Conversation between Tom and Sally seemed a 
lively one, and after dinner we danced but the two 
were only talking.  When we went to Hickam the 
following day to see him off, we were happily 
surprised that Sally was already there, and when 
my brother hugged me goodbye he whispered 
“Thank you for paying me off”. 
 
 Sally lived in upper Kalihi with her mother 
and only sibling, a brother.  Married to a service-
man, she travelled base to base and after the birth 
of her first child, a boy, and before more children 
came, she came back to her mother’s home.  
When they finally settled in their home at Pacific 
Palisades, it was easy for the families to get to-
gether.  They had two sons and one daughter and 
when the children were in school, she came to my 
office to work part-time, and later was a full time 
secretary until I planned on retiring.  We got 
along well and had she not had my full trust, I 
would not have been able to travel for enjoyment 
or for business as there were 3 other people in my 
office.  What a great woman she was. 
 
 I have learned through experience that total 
strangers can become the fortuitous ones in one’s 
life. 
 
       Written by: Ruth Oshiro 
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       DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 
Every Sunday is: 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 
  9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
First Sunday is: 9:30 a.m. Communion Sunday 
   
Sunday, August 4 11:00 a.m. Board of Christian Education Meeting 
Saturday, August 10 8:00 a.m. Church Work Day 
Sunday, August 11 10:30 a.m. Congregational Meeting 
Thursday, August 15 4:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
Friday, August 16               ~ Admission Day * office closed ~ 
Monday, August 19 7:00 p.m. Worship Meeting-all are welcome 
Tuesday, August 20 5:30 p.m. Board of Trustees Meeting 
 7:30 a.m. Food Drop at the Senior Apartments 
Wednesday, August 21 10:00 a.m. Pule Ohana - Prayer Ministry 
Wednesday, August 28 10:00 a.m. Bingo-ship 
Sunday, August 25 11:00 a.m. Christian Education Information Session 

 


