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 Pastor’s 
Message 

 

 “Now the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain to which Je-
sus had directed them. And when they 
saw him they worshiped him, but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority on heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go there-
fore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And be-
hold, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.”  -Matthew 28:16-20 

Aloha All, 

 In the run up to our annual congre-
gational meeting I found myself talk-
ing about vision and the future of our 
church with many of you and some of 
our church leaders. These conversa-
tions have led to some big questions 
and big ideas so I thought it would be 
good to collect these ideas together to 
share with everyone. This is a big top-
ic, so the newsletter articles for Febru-
ary and March will be a two part re-
flection on some areas I believe that 
our church can grow in and grow up 
into. In part one, I will share some of 
the concerns we have observed, along 
with some signs of growth we have 
also experienced and what I think they 
are pointing us towards. In March we 
will have part two, where I will share 
a bit more about articulating a vision 
for the future of Waipahu UCC. 

 When we met in January, there was 
some concern over declining member-
ship at Waipahu UCC, and what could 
be done to reverse its course. The 
Long Range Planning team has been 
at work exploring these questions and 
finding ways we can create a flourish-
ing culture of discipleship within our 
ohana. If you weren't aware, member-
ship over time has gone down from 
183 in 2016 to 160 in 2019. Attend-
ance at Sunday services has dropped 
by roughly the same amount over that 
time. More people are leaving than 
new people are being added. While 
some have moved off island and a few 
now attend other churches on the is-
land, the vast majority of members we 
have lost in recent years have either 
passed on, or have become physically 
unable to attend services regularly. In 
a situation like this, improving reten-
tion of current members can't com-
pletely address these concerns. I be-
lieve we must also look for ways to 
find new vitality in the church. We are 
right to be concerned about church 
growth because this is the mission of 
the Great Commission, to grow as a 
family together in faith. In the midst 
of that concern, I also see many rea-
sons for hope in what we have experi-
enced in the past couple of years. 
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 2 Church Council 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to 
serve you as moderator of Waipahu UCC; and thank 
you Wayne for serving as moderator from 2017-2019.  
Cora will have Wayne back 99% of the time now and 
they can go on more cruises around the world. 

For this first Outlook article as moderator, I decided to 
share a little about myself.  A little background …. I 
was born and grew up in Waipahu.  I am married to 
Robert Hayashida; have a son, Marcus, who is in the 
US Coast Guard, daughter-in-law Delaida and three 
beautiful grandchildren, Gabrielle, Izaiah and Izabella.      

My father, Haruo Yoshida, with only an 8th grade edu-
cation, was able to start his own business, Yoshida Auto 
Paint Shop in Waipahu 1947.  My mother, Ellen, 
worked at Kiso Store and later at Hickam AFB Clothing 
Sales Store. 

I was a biology teacher at Waipahu High School. Uni-
versity Lab School and Moanalua High School.  I 
worked at the State Office and at Central and Leeward 
Districts.  After retiring from the DOE in 2001, I 
worked for America’s Choice for 3 years, working with 
schools in the Leeward area and completely retired in 
2004. 

I attended Sunday School here at this Church after the 
Parish Hall was completed in 1950 by the Rev. Hiro 
Higuchi, Tokuo Yoshida and many volunteers. The 
church was called Waipahu Community Church.  There 
were many, many children and teenagers at the church 
at that time.   

I remember…  

      Being a Sunday School teacher when Rev. Seido 
Ogawa was minister of this church; 

 Serving as a Youth Advisor to teenagers like Myron 
and Charlene Arakawa, Jerry Kaminaga, Michael 
Makii, and Lilly Yee’s sons Rodney and Sidney and 
others; 

 Tom Tanji and George Yoshishige helping me with 
the youth group at Camp Kokokahi; 

     Kaoru Sato, Hideo Ishihara, and others cooking hek-
ka dinner; sitting on the floor, and eating at long tables-
--Japanese style; and 

    The Church Camps at Camp Erdman, where young 
and older church members and friends cooked, played, 
sat around the camp fire and worshipped together. 

I saw the merger of the Waipahu Evangelical Church 
and Waipahu Community Church in 1961.  A strategic 
move which helped to strengthen the music ministry 
and leadership of Waipahu United Church of Christ. 
There were many talented people from both churches 
whose spiritual, business and organizational leadership 
helped to develop a strong foundation for our church.   

I served on the Board of Trustee and have been working 
as the Historian, Council Clerk; helped with the revi-
sion of Bylaws and Use of Facilities; and now am serv-
ing as your moderator. 

Soooo….I’ve been around this church for a long, long 
time and hope I can make a little difference during my 
twilight years by serving as your moderator.  We need 
to fill more positions on boards and committees.   We 
need your help; step up and help fill the positions. 

I started my work as moderator by first talking to Pastor 
Makana and attended the Board of Trustees meeting.  It 
was a great experience!  We’re so fortunate to have 
people who give up their time and talents/experience to 
work for the church.  I talked with Mike and Etta Mina-
kawa, who shared their experiences as moderator and 
clerk.  Planning to talk to others to learn more about my 
responsibilities as moderator.  Hope to attend meetings 
of other boards and committees. 

Some areas of focus, I see at this time, are: 

increasing the number of children, youth, and 
young adults in our church; 

involving more people in leadership roles; 

increasing exemption in 2020 Property Tax Assess-
ment; 

working on 2020 Renovation Project; and 

continuing our efforts in community outreach. 

I recognize many familiar faces at church every Sun-
day.  I hope I will be able to know the persons behind 
the faces as I work my job.  Counting on all of you to 
help….  Together we can make a difference at this 
church.   

Blessings, 

Judith H. Hayashida 



 3 Board of Trustees 
 Aloha Everyone from your Board of 

Trustees and Happy New Year!   

As we embark on a new year and new decade, let's 
all give thanks for our blessings!  We had our Con-
gregational Meeting on February 9, 2020. A num-
ber of items were presented to you for approval. 
One of these was seeking your approval for some 
major renovations to our Community Center and 
Sanctuary.  As you recall, when we had the renova-
tion to the Community Center, we weren't able to 
refurbish the Center's main men's and women's 
bathrooms. We simply didn't have the funds at that 
time.  We have been making minor repairs as things 
broke but time has taken its toll.  The construction 
firm which completed the renovations to the Com-
munity Center (Landmark Builders, Inc.) has given 
us a proposal to do the following: 

1)  completely refurbish both bathrooms (new toi-
lets/urinals, basins new lights, toilet partitions, 
replace tile both floor and walls, painting and 
finish work;  

2)  cut and refinish rafter tails in breezeway (due to 
rot);  

3)  replace vents on Sanctuary;  
4)  move Sanctuary sign from ground level to high-

er level;  
5)  repair existing gutters on Sanctuary and Com-

munity Center;  
6)  repair ceiling drywalls to Sanctuary;  
7)  repaint floors in the Community Center; and  
8) replace benches in breezeway and court-

yard.  The proposed cost is $92,000. Any capi-
tal expense or liability in excess of $25,000 
needs Congregational approval. We have good 
experience with this contractor and have every 
confidence in the work they will be undertak-
ing. Not only will we be seeking approval from 
you for this project but we will also be kicking 
off a capital fund raising campaign to assist in 
the funding of this project and look forward to 
your support on both.  That's it for now.  

Have a safe and happy year!   

Mark H. Felmet-Current Board Chair  

...continued from page 1, Pastor’s Message 
 

For instance, we have seen an uptick in new visi-
tors. Mark Felmet said to me recently he has seen 
more visitors in just this past year than any year he 
could recall. Some have been people on vacation, or 
just passing through, but of the ones that come 
more than once, I have seen some common threads. 
First, many of our new visitors and friends either 
work or live in the area nearby. If not Waipahu, 
than probably Ewa Beach or Aiea. Second, many 
were invited by friends. WUCC is known as a very 
welcoming community and that is one of our 
strengths. We found that many new guests this past 
year were either invited by friends or they were be-
friended immediately when they visited. When this 
happens, people generally integrate into our church 
community fairly easily. We saw our church family 
grow this way in 2019. One new member that 
joined in November, and another this month. If we 
were to continue gaining members at this rate, 
about six a year, our attendance would stabilize and 
eventually increase. Six new members a year might 
seem like a lot, but consider that we have 60-70 
people attending on a given Sunday. If each of us 
befriended and discipled one new person and 

brought them into the church family, one every ten 
years, that would average out to six a year. So I put 
the challenge out: some time in the next ten years, 
each one of you are called to help one person come 
to faith and to help them feel welcome as part of 
our Christian community. Does the call, the Great 
Commission, feel differently framed like that? Go 
out into all the world. Maybe you feel like you 
could do it today. Many of you could. Maybe you 
don't feel like you are ready yet. That's okay, you 
have ten years, and we are all here to help you. 
When Jesus gave the Great Commission it was to 
all disciples not just to the most talented, the most 
famous, or the most popular disciple. We are all in 
this together. 

“And day by day, attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God 
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number day by day those who were 
being saved.” Acts 2:46-47 

--- Pastor Makana 



 4 Board of Deacons 

But as for you, be strong and do not 
give up for your work will be rewarded 
           (Chronicles 15:7) 

 
“SHAKE the TREE”  

Whatever happened to all the juicy sweet tange-
rine fruits and creamy avocados?   
We saw a lot of trees loaded with these delica-
cies a few months ago then all of a sudden 
ZAP!  they’re gone. 
Not to worry for they will be in abundance the 
next season, so be patient.  
 

We all remember “shaking the tree” to get a re-
ward of ripe fruits that were ready to enjoy in 

our youth, but now “shaking the tree” has a dif-
ferent meaning.  WUCC is a very healthy 
church and the congregants are true Chris-
tians.  But we still have to “shake the tree” to 
get the reward of nourishing new ideas and in-
creased fellowship into the various church com-
mittees. 
 

I know we don’t have to “shake the tree” too 
hard but we do need a reward of fresh fruits to 
fill the baskets.  So with our baskets half full let 
us fill them up and reap the rewards to serve 
God.  Let’s “shake “ it and just fill the baskets. 
 
                                     WUCC DEACONS 

Long Range Planning 

Aloha, 

On Saturday, Jan. 25, members of the Long 
Range Planning Committee paid a visit to the 
Homeless Outreach and Navigation for Un-
sheltered Persons (HONU) Program at the 
Waipahu Cultural Garden Park in the Plantation 
Village. Considering the site's proximity to our 
church, and how homelessness affects many in 
our Waipahu community, we'd like to share a few 
of our findings with you. 

What is HONU?   

HONU is a mobile homeless center operated by 
the City & County of Honolulu Department of 
Community Services in partnership with the Hon-
olulu Police Department. Due to the program’s 
aim to be mobile, the shelter will move after 90 
days at a given location to another city-owned 
property, meaning it will move from its Waipahu 
location in early March. HONU's mission is to 
serve Oahu’s homeless population by providing 
short-term services (i.e. food, shelter) and by con-
necting homeless persons (referred to as "guests") 
with follow-up shelter or housing options within 
72 hours upon arrival. Medical and legal services 
are also available upon request. Homeless guests 
can check in to the HONU shelter at all hours of 
the day, with HPD providing 24-hour security. 
Since HONU's launch date on Dec. 13, the pro-
gram has enrolled 153 homeless guests and has 

placed 81 of those guests into a more permanent 
housing option. 

What is the typical experience for a HONU 
guest? 

When a guest arrives, the staff takes an inventory 
of the person's supplies. HONU staff keeps do-
nated supplies such as water, clothes, and bed-
ding available for guests who may lack these 
items. Pets are placed into kennels for safety. 
Then, the guest is allowed to use the Hiehie 
showers, a mobile shower service. A meal service 
provides frozen meals once a day, which the 
guests consume in the common area. For sleeping 
arrangements, guests are placed into one of four 
tents: single males, single females, or one of two 
family tents. The beds are stackable up to 500 
lbs., allowing for a bunk bed option. Guests must 
abide by a 10 p.m. curfew on weekdays and an 11 
p.m. curfew on weekends and holidays. 

What can WUCC do? 

HONU is accepting donations of twin-sized 
sheets, blankets and pillows. The Social Action 
Committee will be releasing more information 
regarding specific collection dates and times. 

Mahalo to Clarence Nishihara for arranging our 
visit and to HONU project manager Lia Burton 
and staff for hosting us! 
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Visit to Homeless Outreach and Navigation for Unsheltered 
Persons (HONU) Program 

beds 

kennels 

showers 

tents 
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Cambodian Mission 
Aloha everyone! 

I like to thank Wayne Oshiro and Irene Nomura for their recent and past donations to Cambodian 
Mission spearhead by Hongly Khuy of University Avenue Baptist church, 2305 University Ave. 
Honolulu Hi 96822. This yearly mission has such positive impact to the various rural country area of 
Cambodia. And I like to shared with everyone how your generosity has help purchased schools sup-
plies,  foods, and opportunities for many underprivileged children and families. Many of them are 
learning for the first time how great the work of the Lord is.  

Leang Smith  
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Talk Story  
By Richard Chung 

Recently, Barney, Eddie, Doug, and I had a talk story luncheon at Zippy's Mililani.     

On the way to pick up Doug, we got lost and had to turn around up in Mililani Mauka, go back down and 
start again.  Going home was as confusing, almost missed the turn off from Kam Hwy at Okinawan Cen-
ter to drop Barney off.  Thanks to navigators Eddie and Barney for keeping me on track. Otherwise, they 
would all end up at my house. 

As our group was walking through the parking lot to the restaurant (and holding up traffic), I happen to 
be the last one in line and had a bird’s eye view of our group. We are in our 80’s and 90’s, walk with a 
cane, can't see too well, and are hard of hearing. We still enjoy getting together occasionally. And I for-
got to bring my camera which I almost always have with me. So, this time, no pictures.  

I couldn't help but smile as memories of the movie "Grumpy Old Men" flashed through my mind and 
seeing the similarities among us.  Doug said that normally Zippy’s seats him in the front section to mini-
mize walking distance, but today for some reason, they put us four old men way in the back corner of the 
restaurant. So be it…we still had lots of fun talking about old times although sometimes it sounded as if 
we weren't talking about the same topic. All in all, we had a memorable and adventurous fun day.  

Love to everyone, 

The Four Grandpas 

 

How does one cope with the loss of our loved one? 

We all have lost or experience the loss of someone close to us. Last year I loss my beloved 
grandmother. She was 93 and loved by all her children,  grandchildren, great-grandchildren and  great great-
grandchildren. Like most of my siblings and cousins we have such a close relationship with her. There are 
days I can still feel her warm wrinkled body when I hugged her. See her smiles and hear her voice. Boy! Did 
I love to hear her laughter. She had a great sense of humor. Just talking about her, I can picture her smile, 
laughter, what she's wearing, the way she walk and sit. I don't really talk about my loss. Honestly,  I'm not 
sure how to express how I feel. There are days, I think about her and laughed to myself. There are days I 
feel empty. Wishing I could hug and kiss her one more time. I know she lived a good, long life. But I can't 
help the greed I feel in me. When she was alive there was five generations of our family. That was some-
thing to brag about.  

I spoke with different people who experience loss. I've come to recognize there's no right or wrong way to 
deal with loss. Most of us are naturally resilient, while coping with our loss, we continue to fulfill our nor-
mal daily responsibilities. To all that have recently experience the overwhelming loss. May you take com-
forts that you shared many laughs and memories together. Live each day with encouragement.  Your love 
one was loved by you. And that is a priceless gift.  

May they rest in peace 
Sarah Mitsuyuki 
Donna Toro 
Helen Barcelona  
Sally Oshiro 
 

BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MOURN, FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED.  
~Matthew 5:4~ 
 
Leang Smith  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Please pray for  the family of Sarah Mitsuyuki, she passed away on January 4, 2020.  

Service will be here at WUCC on Friday, February 21, 2020 at 10:30 p.m. and burial at 1:00 

p.m. at Mililani Cemetery.  Also, pray for the family of Donna Toro (George & Mary Ann’s 

daughter), she passed away on January 17, 2020.  Service will be on Saturday, March 7, 

2020 at Oahu Mortuary at 11:00 a.m. 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER?  We’ll be forming an inquirer’s class for 
those interested in sharing our questions and our faith, discussing the roots of this church 
and the UCC, and how we get things done in service to God’s will.  Let the Deacons, Pastor 
Makana or Cecile know if you’re interested. 
 

CHURCH WORK DAY SCHEDULE for the year. Second Saturday of the months at 8:00 
a.m. March 14, 2019. Please mark those dates on your calendar.  Thank you!   
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE:  Hawaii FoodBank, food drop; every 3rd Tuesday; next event is 
Tuesday,   March 17, 2019 at 7:30 a.m. at the Senior  Apar tments. Please come out and 
help distribute food to the seniors.  Mahalo! 
 

Chancel Choir: Just a reminder: Choir practices every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in David’s 
Den.  It’s never too late to join us in music, fellowship and fun! Mahalo, Alika and Jackie. 

Picture Taking for Waipahu UCC Directory 

It is time to update our directory. The last directory was done in 2013; seven (7) 

years ago. Sonny Liu has graciously volunteered to be the photographer. We 

want to include photographs of members and friends, their address, telephone 

numbers and email address.  We would like as many people included in the di-

rectory so please turn out and have your picture taken.  Photographs may include one or two per-

sons or a small family shot.    

Picture taking will be held at the stage of: 

J. Tokuo Community Center  

9:00 am – 9:20 am and 10:30 am – 11:30 am 

Three Sundays (before and after worship service) 

March 8th, March 15th, and March 22nd  

Please help the Church complete the 2020 Directory by making time to have your picture taken 

on March 8, 15, and 22.  We appreciate your kokua to get this project completed.  

This Photo by Un-

http://www.myheritagehappens.com/2013/10/my-swedish-adventure-forbereda-packing.html
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Congregation 

Alika C. & Mark F. 
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       DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
Every Sunday is: 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 
  9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
First Sunday is: 9:30 a.m. Communion Sunday 
   
Sunday, February 2 11:00 a.m. Board of Christian Education Meeting 
Sunday, February 4 3:00 a.m. Board of Deacons Meeting 
Saturday, February 8 8:00 a.m. Church Work Day 
Sunday, February 9 11:00 a.m. Social Action Meeting 
Monday, February 10 7:00 p.m. Worship Planning Meeting 
Monday, February 17                ~ President’s Day * Office closed ~ 
Tuesday, February 18 5:30 p.m. Board of Trustees Meeting 
 7:30 a.m. Food Drop at the Senior Apartments 
Wednesday, Feb. 19 10:00 a.m. Pule Ohana - Prayer Ministry 
Thursday, February 20 4:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
Wednesday, Feb. 26 5:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 


