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 Pastor’s Message 
 

Advent certainly feels like it came quick-
ly this year, thanks to a late Thanksgiv-
ing. I know in our house I wasn't even 
done washing the roasting rack from our 
turkey dinner before my boys had the 
Christmas decorations out. The stockings 
were up before bedtime. They had no 
problem getting ready for Christmas. The 
Christmas carols were ringing through 
the room, the neighbors colorful lights 
were shining in the twilight and my boys 
were practically climbing the tree to see 
who would be first to top the tree with a 
star. Joy was here! 

 When the angels visited the shepherds 
to herald the dawn of a new era, the birth 
of the long awaited Savior, they cried 
out,  

 “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord...“Suddenly a great 
company of the heavenly host appeared 
with the angel, praising God and  say-
ing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace, goodwill toward 
men.” Luke 2:10b-11, 13-14 

 The very first Christmas, an angel 
brought good news that was different 
than the average good news. It was good 
news that would bring great joy to all 
people. Not just great joy for those who 
were politically affluent, for the savvy 
businessmen, for the talented artist, the 
brave seafarer or the hardworking crafts-
man, but joy to all people regardless of 
privilege, status or circumstance.  Good 
news for every tribe on earth. Good news 
for Hawaii, from Manoa to Waianae, 
from Big Island to Niihau.  

 This year I want myself and us as a 
church body to lean more into that joy of 
the angelic hosts. It seems like every year 
we find ourselves protesting the commer-

cialization of Christmas and the material-
ism that this holiday often implies. We 
try to remind people that Jesus is the rea-
son for the season and yet nothing seems 
to change. But more and more I have 
found myself to be the one that is chang-
ing. Christmas started with a celebration 
and a royal one at that, complete with an 
angelic host for a choir. I see my children 
running around excited to celebrate, sing-
ing Gloria! It reminds me to approach 
this season with that same childlike en-
thusiasm. It is amazing how much more 
effective showing joy is compared to just 
telling people what they should be joyful 
about.   

 So this Advent, return to those mo-
ments when heaven touched earth with 
its announcement that the wait was final-
ly over and the Savior King was born.  
Make celebration a priority. Drop every-
thing and celebrate like the shepherds did 
when they heard the angels' news.  Make 
the memories that will last with your co-
workers, friends and your 'ohana. We 
have much reason to celebrate. Every-
thing that we have ever hoped for, has 
finally come: Jesus. 

  “When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let’s go to  Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” So 
they hurried off  and found Mary and Jo-
seph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. When they had seen him, they 
 spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child, and all 
who heard it were amazed  at what the 
shepherds said to them. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all the  things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told.” 
Luke 2:15-18, 20 

 
--- Pastor Makana 
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Aloha.    

 We've entered the holiday sea-
son and have continued the out-
reach Thanksgiving luncheon in 
partnership with the Ko Olina  
Outreach program who provide 
the Thanksgiving food.  Under the 
leadership of Irene, Leang, and 
with many volunteers, consisting 
of church members and their fam-
ily members, the Community 
Center was set up and decorated 
to house the luncheon for under-
privileged and other people in 
need.  Many thanks to Pastor Ma-
kana, George and MaryAnn 
Chinen, Richard Chung and his 
granddaughter, Jackie, Mark and 
his grandson, Elmer, Harriet, Ju-
dy, Cecile and many others who 
helped at the luncheon and helped 
prepare supplies, forms etc. be-
fore the luncheon.  Musical enter-
tainment was provided by the 
Children's' Choir that meets on 
Saturdays at the Community Cen-
ter and the Happy Ohana 
group.  Our resident magician 
Mike also entertained and there 
was even some dancing.  All of 
this to start up the holiday season 
for those who are underprivileged 
or having special needs. Finally, 
thank you for all of you who were 
able to stay and clean up after 
everything was done.  

 As we move into December, 
we are looking for people to fill 
committee and board positions for 
2020.  While you may not be ex-
perienced in any area, clearly you 

can help in running the 
church.  Try to see areas that 
might interest you, that you may 
contribute to how things are done 
for the betterment of the church.   

 Sadly, David Arakawa in-
formed us that his father Goro 
Arakawa passed away at the age 
of 97.  Goro was a long time 
member of the church and had 
been in poor health for a 
while.  His family was the donor 
of the round stained glass window 
that resides prominently at the 
front of our sanctuary.  On 
one occasion, I remember his 
playing the ukulele and singing a 
couple of songs during our ser-
vices.  He was a very outgoing 
person who was a very strong 
proponent of the community of 
Waipahu.  Preliminarily, we've 
been informed that his celebration 
of life is scheduled for December 
29, 2019 at the Milila-
ni  Memorial Park Mortuary, with 
visitation starting at 9:00 am, Cel-
ebration of Life 10:30am-11:30 
am, Reception from 11:30 
am.  The family will be keeping 
our office informed of any chang-
es or additional infor-
mation.  While we will be having 
the regular Sunday services here 
at the WUCC, some of you who 
may know Goro's family may 
wish to attend his celebration of 
life.  We wish to express our con-
dolences to the Arakawa family at 
his passing.   

 Thanksgiving will be here 

shortly, a time to remember our 
many blessings.  We live in a 
country that allows us to practice 
our religious beliefs and one that 
gives us many individual free-
doms including the right to ex-
press our opinions and choose 
those leaders who express our be-
liefs in how our government 
should be working for us.  We 
have a generally peaceful country 
generally free of war.  While not 
without faults, we can peacefully 
express our beliefs.  The economy 
is basically sound, and allows us 
to enjoy a good standard of liv-
ing.  Be thankful for all of our 
blessings received.   

 Christmas will also be here 
shortly.  In being thankful for our 
many blessings, please remember 
those less fortunate or in 
need.  There is great joy in giving, 
and perhaps this joy is greater 
when our gifts benefit those less 
fortunate.  Please remember to 
follow our upcoming calendar for 
holiday events at the 
church.  Please join us at the regu-
lar services as well as the other 
events such as bingo, being a 
member of the choir, being a part 
of the morning service, and so 
on.   

 Have a happy holiday season, 
enjoy the blessings from God and 
share those blessings.   

God bless you all. 

Wayne 

Church Council 

Missions Moment 

Earlier in November I made the acquaintance of Byron Hack, the West Coast Director for Glad Tidings, a 
missions organization doing some very interesting work in India right now with women's literacy pro-
grams. I am always impressed by the creativity and ingenuity missionaries bring when sharing the Good 
News of Christ to the world. Everywhere God is transforming lives, but often in very different ways, so its 
a blessing to see and understand ways that God is working in lives very different than our own. Attached is 
one of their recent newsletters so that you can see some of God's work in India. 

---Pastor Makana 
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Aloha and Happy Holidays 
everyone! 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He 
is good. His love endures forev-
er.  

      Psalm 107:1 

~As we express our grati-
tude,  we must never forget that 
the highest appreciation is not 
to utter words, but to live by 
them~ 

    ~John Fitzgerald Kennedy ~ 

 Whew! Where has the time 
gone? Can you believe it? It's 
almost January! Hope everyone 
had a wonderful Thanksgiving, 
celebrating with your fami-
ly  and friends. Thanksgiving is 
one of my favorite holiday. It's 
a reminder to live the life of 
gratitude. Hanging out with 
family and friends while enjoy-
ing a festive meal.  

 Have you started your 
Christmas shopping yet? Every 
year I have these grand plans 
and ideas. Yet, for some reason 
those plan don't pan out like I 
envisioned. I did manage for 
the first time in my life to actu-
ally start my Christmas shop-
ping in October.  Now if I can 
figure where I put it. 

 Leang 

Board of Trustees 

Board of Deacons 

 Aloha everyone from your 
Board of Trustees.  

 This has been a real busy 
month. First it was our normal 
Work Day on November 2, 
2019. We had a lot to catch up 
on since we didn't have a Work 
Day in October due to our Ba-
zaar being held then. Our trees 
and shrubs have really 
grown!  I want to thank all of 
the members who showed up 
on Work Day and worked real-
ly hard. I also want to thank 
JoAnn and Lee for preparing a 
wonderful lunch for all of us!  

 At the last Trustees meeting 
we selected the company that 

will be repairing all of our 
street lights on the grounds 
near the Community Center. 
You should start seeing the 
work starting in January 2020 
sometime. We really need to 
get this major project complet-
ed for safety purposes. There 
are so many individuals using 
our Community Center after 
dark and we don't want to see 
anyone trip and fall and get 
hurt due to poor lighting.  

 We had many volunteers, 
Trustees included, that showed 
up for our annual Ko Olina 
Thanksgiving Luncheon. I al-
ways enjoy assisting during 

this event just to see the look 
of enjoyment in the eyes of the 
individuals we invite to have a 
nice Thanksgiving meal. Enter-
tainment provided  by the Hap-
py Ohana and Mike Minaka-
wa's magic show is always a 
delight. Try and make it a point 
to come to next year's event as 
a volunteer and experience a 
"good feeling" in serving our 
community.  

 Have a beautiful Christmas 
Season from all of us!   

Mark H. Felmet-Board Chair 

Renee Chung’s Christmas Cards…. 

On Sunday, December 8, 2019 Renee gave every worshiper a beautiful hand-

crafted Christmas Card. This is one of many cards she created. 

Renee has distributed Christmas cards to worshippers in the past. We thank her for 
her generosity in opening this Christmas season with a wonderful gift.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 
MEMBER?  We’ll be forming an in-
quirer’s class for those interested in 
sharing our questions and our faith, 
discussing the roots of this church and 
the UCC, and how we get things done 
in service to God’s will.  Let the Dea-
cons, Pastor Makana or Cecile 
know if you’re interested. 
 

CHURCH WORK DAY SCHED-
ULE for the year. Second Saturday of 
the months at 8:00 a.m. Dec. 14, 2019. 
Please mark those dates on your calen-
dar.  Thank you!   
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE:  Hawaii 
FoodBank, food drop; every 3rd Tues-
day; next event is Tuesday,   Dec. 17, 
2019 at 7:30 a.m. at the Senior Apart-
ments. Please come out and help dis-
tribute food to the seniors.  Mahalo! 
 

Chancel Choir: Just a reminder: 
Choir practices every Sunday at 9:00 
a.m. in David’s Den.  It’s never too 
late to join us in music, fellowship and 
fun! Mahalo, Alika and Jackie. 

Merry Christmas! 

 Growing up in church, I always looked forward to get-
ting up on stage and performing in our Christmas Play 
every December. Dennis, my youth leader during my 
formative years, wrote and directed fun, creative perfor-
mances year after year. He helped to bring the Christmas 
spirit to Waipahu with rehearsals starting as early as Octo-
ber, stretching till the week before Christmas. 

 Although many of our youth have grown up and gradu-
ated, I imagine that many of them hold similar memories 
of dressing up as a shepherd, singing "Joy to the World," 
and offering a gift to baby Jesus. This year, I decided to let 
the youth take the reins and craft their own Christmas per-
formance. Donna, Jenny, Sydney and Alex choreographed 
a hula tribute to "Do You Hear What I Hear." It has been a 
joy to see these young women choreograph the move-
ments, decide on a wardrobe and work together. They will 
perform on Sunday, Dec. 15 during service. We hope you 
will be able to join us! 

 Wishing you all Blessings and Peace during this busy 
season. 

Aloha, Jackie 

Board of Christian 
Education 



 5 Did You Know  

Amy Sakuma: I am shar ing 
my thoughts and recollections of 
Amy, because I have known her 
all of my life.  Amy’s family, the 
Yasuda’s, were our neighbors in 
Waipahu Sugar Company’s Plan-
tation camp, Pump number 4.  The 
Yasuda’s house was the last one 
on the road and we were next-door 
neighbors, until WWII when our 
family moved across the street. 

Amy and her brother Paul, 
must have had the responsibility 
to take us to church because they 
took us, my sister, brother and I to 
church every Sunday. 

Amy was described by others 
as, friendly, warm, vibrant, ener-
getic, generous, a hard worker, 
helpful, great conversationalist 
and she loved to talk to people. 

Her hobbies and talents in-
cluded calligraphy and gardening.  
She was also an environmentalist 
and made sure she kept and recy-
cled everything. 

Amy was very independent, 
driving till age 90 and she did not 
want to be a “burden” to anyone. 
She also did not like for anyone to 
be inconvenienced on her account. 

Amy was dedicated - In 1971, 
after her husband, Masa passed 
away, Amy’s mother and sister 
came to live with her until Mother 
passed away in 1979, and sister 
Mary passed away in 2012. 

Amy faithfully 
worked and 
served at the Ha-
waii Plantation 
Village and really 
looked forward to 
her responsibili-
ties.  Yoshiko 
Yamauchi, who 
worked with Amy 
at the HPV shared 
this about Amy. 
In June 1992, Cal 
Kawamoto asked 

Ruth Endo to gather people to 
help at the HPV and so Ruth got 
Amy, Melvin & Mildred Makii, 
Florence Jang and Harriet Aspera 
from WUCC to join the HPV.  
After a 2 week training session at 
Leeward Community College 
Amy continued to serve at the 
HPV until 2014.  With the help of 
Ruth Endo, Amy wrote a story-
line for the Japanese Christian 
Home that included a narrative on 
the history of Japanese Christiani-
ty in Hawaii.  She got a family on 
Waipahu Street to give their beds, 
low table & bookshelves for the 
parlor of the Japanese home that 
featured the family hosting a Bible 
study, with Bibles, hymnals and 
other religious books. 

Amy co-chaired the Obon Fes-
tival from 1994-2010.  She con-
tacted dance groups, planned the 
program, organized volunteers & 
encouraged Waipahu UCC church 
members to donate 100 spam 
musubi’s and mochi snacks to sell 
at the festival. 

On Thursdays, Amy always 
cooked healthy and low salt food 
for lunch and even prepared spe-
cial dishes for the holidays. In 
2011, Amy was presented the 
HPV Legacy award in recognition 
of her commitment to honor and 
perpetuate the legacy of the HPV. 

Waipahu United Church of 
Christ, was a major part of Amy’s 

life.  She supported the church 
financially, through her pledges & 
offerings.  She also faithfully do-
nated food for refreshments, 
workdays and bazaars.  She grew 
guava & lilikoi in her garden and 
made jellies & syrup to sell at the 
church bazaar.  She also crocheted 
items like hot pads and Xmas tree 
ornaments for the bazaar.  Every 
Christmas, evergreens from her 
yard were used to decorate the 
Advent candle and church. 

During the summers, the Sun-
day school kids were invited to 
her swimming pool for a special 
outing. 

The church choir and music 
were very important for Amy. She 
loved music and was a faithful 
member of the choir and was a 
part of the joint Christmas Cantata 
choir with Pearl City Community 
Church. 

Amy lived her life serving oth-
ers: She served children as a Sun-
day School teacher for many years 
& the Dept. of Education as a 
teacher for 36 years. She was ded-
icated to taking care of her mother 
& sister Mary.  She was a faithful 
volunteer at HPV. At Waipahu 
UCC, Amy served in every part of 
the life of the church; as a leader 
serving on all of the boards and 
committees, donating and provid-
ing financial support, and reaching 
out to others who needed support 
or help. 

Amy was kind and generous; 
she lived a life of service to others 
and expected nothing in return.  
Amy is an example of a true 
Christian.  Thank you Amy for 
being a part of our lives and may 
you rest in peace. 

 Amy left 1/2 of her Trust to 
WUCC and 1/4 to HPV. 

 

Jane Liu 
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 For over 100 years, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans 
of the Cross and the Emergency Fund has been a way to 
ensure that a light of love and hope will always shine for 
faithful servants of our church who find themselves facing 
unforeseen financial need. 

 We are grateful for the generosity of churches and individuals who contributed a total of $2,539,471 to the 
2018 Offering, enabling us to provide Pension Supplementation, Health Premium Supplementation, special 
grants for emergencies, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks to over 1,000 individuals and families in need. 

 On behalf of the hundreds of clergy and lay employees and their families whose lives were touched by your 
support of last year’s Christmas Fund Offering, we offer our sincere thanks for your generosity! 

Congregational Meetings 
We encourage all members to attend the scheduled Congregational meetings 
and be a part of the decision-making process for our Church.  A minimum of 
forty members (quorum) is required to conduct a Congregational meeting. 

 
10:30 am, January 5, 2019 

AGENDA 

2020 Budget 

Election of Officers, Boards, and Committees 

2020 Fundraiser Proposals  
 

10:30 am, February 9, 2020 

AGENDA 

2019 Annual Reports 

 2020 Budget 



 7 November Memories 

Angelica Haloulos’ 
baptismal 
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November Memories 
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Ko Olina Thanksgiving Luncheon 
Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,  

giving thanks through Him to God the Father.          Colossians 3:17 
Ko'olina Annual Thanksgiving luncheon. Serving our community is serving the Lord. 

Leang 
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Ko Olina Thanksgiving Luncheon 
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       DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
Every Sunday is: 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 
  9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
First Sunday is: 9:30 a.m. Communion Sunday 
   
Sunday, December 1 11:00 a.m. Board of Christian Education Meeting 
Sunday, December 8 11:00 a.m. Social Action Meeting 
Saturday, December 14 8:00 a.m. Church Work Day 
Tuesday, December 17 5:30 p.m. Board of Trustees Meeting 
 7:30 a.m. Food Drop at the Senior Apartments 
Wednesday, Dec. 18 10:00 a.m. Pule Ohana - Prayer Ministry 
Thursday, December 19 4:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
Sunday, December 22 11:00 a.m. Board of Deacons Meeting 
Tuesday, December 24 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Wednesday, December 25        ~ Christmas Day * Office closed ~ 
Wednesday, January 1             ~ New Years Day * Office closed ~ 

 


